Hi there,

Last week was a pretty good one for the fight for fair school funding for New
Hampshire's students and tax payers.

On Tuesday, the Rockingham County Superior Court issued rulings in the ConVal

and Rand lawsuits denying motions seeking to overturn the original decisions in those
cases and delay the enforcement of those orders. The court stood by its decisions to
protect the constitutional rights of students by setting a $7,356.01 floor for base
adequacy, and did not back down on its ruling that retaining excess SWEPT and using
negative local tax rates to avoid paying SWEPT are unconstitutional practices that
must stop. Now that these decisions have come down, the State has already signaled
its intention appeal these cases to the NH Supreme Court.

Just two days later, with the affirmed ConVal and Rand decisions as a back drop, the
full NH House of Representatives voted on three fair funding bills. Thanks to all of you
who got in touch with the special funding subcommittee, two of these bills came to the
floor with big bipartisan support from the House Education Committee.

HB 1583, increasing targeted aid by $64 million starting next school year and raising
base adequacy to $4,404 starting in 2025, was approved by a 228-150 vote. HB 1656,
adding an additional $35 million to differentiated aid for students receiving special
education services, passed on a voice vote. Both of these bills now head to the House
Finance Committee, you can urge them to support them with one click here!

But not every fair funding bill passed. HB 1686, which would have brought the State in
line with the Rand ruling by ending excess SWEPT retention and negative local tax
rates, was tabled by a 193-181 vote. Because that day was the deadline for the House
to act on all bills going to a second committee, it died on the table when the House
adjourned at the end of the day.

Despite that set back, this was a very positive week on our path toward a more
equitable school funding solution for all Granite Staters, and makes it clear what's on
the horizon. We'll let you know in the coming weeks how you can get involved with the
public hearings in the House Finance Committee to keep pushing fair funding
legislation forward. Your help has gotten these bills this far, and your continued support
will help keep them moving closer towards becoming law.
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Upcoming Events

We have two School Funding & Property Taxes presentations lined up for next week,
and we hope you'll be able to join us!

On Tuesday, March 5, we are presenting in Hampton! This event was rescheduled due
to snow, but is still taking place at Hampton Academy at 6pm with our hosts, SAU 90
and SAU 21.


https://indepthnh.org/2024/02/20/state-told-to-pay-up-now-on-ed-funding/?emci=cd14bd1d-61d2-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fairfundingnh.org/lawsuit-conval/?emci=cd14bd1d-61d2-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fairfundingnh.org/lawsuit/?emci=cd14bd1d-61d2-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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https://fairfundingnh.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/2024-02-20-Rand-Order-on-Pending-SWEPT-Motions.pdf?emci=cd14bd1d-61d2-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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https://indepthnh.org/2024/02/22/education-guns-and-child-abuse-focus-of-house-session/?emci=cd14bd1d-61d2-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://indepthnh.org/2024/02/22/education-guns-and-child-abuse-focus-of-house-session/?emci=cd14bd1d-61d2-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://secure.everyaction.com/K30y6LEgwkidmR-mfylM5Q2?emci=cd14bd1d-61d2-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}

And then later that week, on Thursday, March 7, we'll be up at Haverhill Cooperative
Middle School! Join us and our hosts, SAU 23, at 6pm for our presentation and to hear
from special guest speakers. Dr. Kimberly Rizzo Saunders, superintendent of the
ConVal school district and an expert witness in the ConVallawsuit, and Rep. Jonah
Wheeler, who filed HB 1583 that we wrote about above, will be there to talk about what
they are doing to work toward a school funding solution.
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Tell House Finance to Support School Funding!

With the passage of House Bills 1583 and 1656 last week, they are now moving to
House Finance for another round of public hearings and debate. These bills were
worked on by a special subcommittee and received broad bipartisan support, all
because of action from people like you! There may not be a public hearing, so make
sure to reach out to House Finance and urge them to support these critical bills.

These bills direct more money to communities with lower Equalized Value Per Pupil,
districts with higher numbers of students eligible for free and reduced price lunch,
and provides additional funding for special education services. It is critical that the
House Finance Committee members hear from people all over the state to support
these bipartisan school funding bills.



https://secure.everyaction.com/UJMed51tikCn9b3EWA8oxg2?emci=cd14bd1d-61d2-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://secure.everyaction.com/7xUoHPz_BUCqJg62RvNOLw2?emci=cd14bd1d-61d2-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://secure.everyaction.com/K30y6LEgwkidmR-mfylM5Q2?emci=cd14bd1d-61d2-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}

School Funding News Roundup

These are some stories we've had our eye on this month:

Claremont Eagle Times: "Frustrations, not solutions, at school board meeting’

We've seen a lot of stories like this over the course of February. Our school
funding system makes it incredibly difficult for communities around the state to
balance the needs of their students with the family budgets of their taxpayers.
But the biggest factor that makes it so difficult is the State's continued
downshifting of the costs of education onto local property tax payers.

Granite State News Collaborative: "NH Dept. of Ed with its own revisions to state
minimum standards"

This is a great piece to get up to speed on what's been happening with the
revision process for the ED306s, the minimum standards for public school
approval in the State. Public education advocates have had serious concerns
with the revision process thus far, and some of the proposed changes that have
been made public along the way. These changes will have far reaching effects on
our schools and on school funding.

NH Bulletin: "Sports betting raised $100 million for education in its first four years"

The NH Lottery celebrated $100 million to the Education Trust Fund since the
introduction of sports betting in the state four years ago. That is certainly a lot of
additional revenue for our schools, but to put it in perspective, last year NH
schools spent $3.8 billion to educate their students.
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The support of generous donors like you is critical to
our success. Please consider becoming a part of the
fair funding movement and contributing to our efforts.

Donate

{{Disclaimer}}

New Hampshire School Funding Fairness Project
64 North Main Street
Concord, NH 03301
United States

If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please
(Unsubscribing is not supported in previews).
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