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Introduction & History

• Willowbrook expose led to the creation of the 
Protection & Advocacy System (P&A) 

Photo by Eric Aerts Photo by Eric Aerts Geraldo Rivera, 1972
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Legal Services

• Free consultation with an 
attorney

• Legal advice

• Self advocacy support

• Representation 

• Administrative & court 
proceedings

• Class actions and systemic 
litigation
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Eligibility

• NH resident

• Disability-related legal issues

• Statewide

• All ages

• Person with a disability

• Subject to Case Criteria: 
drcnh.org/contact-us/what-
we-do

https://drcnh.org/contact-us/what-we-do/
https://drcnh.org/contact-us/what-we-do/
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Monitoring & Investigations

• Lakeview

• SYSC

• Group homes

• Residential schools

• Nursing homes

• Hospitals
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Other Projects

•Beneficiaries of Social 
Security with Rep Payees

•Outreach & education

•Educating policy makers 
and policy advocacy

•Voting rights
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Resources: drcnh.org

Toolkits Videos Flyers

http://www.drcnh.org/
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Priorities

• Abuse & neglect

• Restraint & seclusion in schools & institutions

• Access to home and community-based services

• Accessibility

• Education for students with disabilities

• Employment discrimination

Full list of priorities is available at: drcnh.org/about-us/priorities

https://drcnh.org/about-us/priorities/
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Policy Priorities - General

• Independent decision-
making

• Full participation in the 
community

• Access to community-based 
education, services and 
supports

• Preventing abuse and/or 
neglect
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Examples of Recent Policy Work

• 2021 Session – SB 134 
• Codifying supported decision-making as an 

alternative to guardianship.

• 2022 Session – HB 1513 and SB 394 
• Raising the eligibility age for public education for 

students with disabilities to “21 inclusive” (day they 
turn 22).
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Examples of Recent Policy Work 
Continued

• 2023 Session -  HB 491 and SB 179
• Amending NH law restricting use of restraint and 

seclusion of children (RSA 126-U) to make clear that 
prone restraint is prohibited and adding protections 
for children.

• 2024 Session – SB 463
• Establishing a right to counsel for children in foster 

care placed/at risk of placement in institutions.
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2025 Session – Budget Year

• Resources to implement 
bills passed in prior 
sessions  (e.g. right to 
counsel for children)

• Resources for programs 
and services that enable 
people with disabilities to 
live successfully in their 
communities.
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Stay Informed 

• Monthly e-newsletters: 
drcnh.org/resources/publica
tions-sign-up

• Visit our website at 
drcnh.org for information on 
a variety of issues relating 
to disability

• Reach out to us with 
questions

https://drcnh.org/resources/publications-sign-up/
https://drcnh.org/resources/publications-sign-up/
drcnh.org
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Questions or Ideas You 
Would Like to Discuss?

Karen Rosenberg, Policy Director

karenr@drcnh.org

mailto:karenr@drcnh.org
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