
PRIVATIZATION IN PUBLIC
EDUCATION

NHSFFP/RHNH Candidate Training Series

September 5, 2024



All children deserve a high-quality,

rigorous, and student-centered

education that prepares them for

college, careers, and life. 

Reaching Higher NH provides decision

makers, leaders, and communities with the

research they need to make informed

decisions to meet that promise. 



Source: NH Department of Education 
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EDUCATION AS
A COMMODITY

School Vouchers

Microschools, Pods

NH's Learn Everywhere program

Minimum Standards for Public

School Approval

Reworking what it means to be a

public school



INFLUENCE OF
NATIONAL

TRENDS



School Vouchers: About the ProgramSchool Vouchers: About the Program
Passed by lawmakers in 2021 as part of the state budget as “Education
Freedom Accounts,” or EFAs
Taxpayer-funded accounts for parents to pay for:

Private and religious school tuition
Homeschooling expenses
Transportation
Summer camps
Higher education

NH Department of Education outsources management and administration of
program to the Children’s Scholarship Fund

https://reachinghighernh.org/


School Vouchers: EligibilitySchool Vouchers: Eligibility
Income Eligibility for the 2024-2025 School
Year, from the Children’s Scholarship Fund

Household Size Annual Income Limit

3 $90,370

4 $109,200

5 $128,030

6 $146,860

Eligibility: School-aged resident of New
Hampshire with family income of
≤350% of Federal Poverty Guideline at
time of application
Income limit does not apply in
subsequent years
Full-time charter school students &
students enrolled in their resident
district school are not eligible

https://reachinghighernh.org/


Every dollar that the state
spends on school vouchers is
a dollar that isn’t available to

fund public schools.

School 
Infrastructure

Teacher 
Salaries

Extracurricular 
Activities

Learning 
Materials

$45$45
million+million+



77%
of public funds are

going to students who
were already enrolled
in private schools or

homeschooled



Extensive, independent research shows that school vouchers
cause catastrophic academic harm.

 
Lower test scores in math and reading.

Students who transfer back into public schools fare better
than students who stay in the voucher program. 

School Vouchers: Student OutcomesSchool Vouchers: Student Outcomes

https://reachinghighernh.org/


The investigators found issues in five
areas that required the scholarship fund to

file corrective action plans... and
reimbursing the state $18,163 of the

$103,507 the state found at issue in its
compliance review.

1 in 4
Voucher applications had
errors and potential fraud

in a NHED review

https://reachinghighernh.org/


Minimum Standards for Public SchoolMinimum Standards for Public School
ApprovalApproval

The NH Department of
Education’s proposal could
redefine the vision and role of
public schools in New
Hampshire, and lower
standards for public schools. 

Over 200 residents submitted public feedback on the rule proposal in April 2024, with the vast majority of the feedback in opposition. PHOTO: WMUR

https://reachinghighernh.org/


Role of the school would shift from places of teaching &
learning to credit approving centers

Shift emphasis away from teaching & learning and
towards certifying a student’s collection of
“competency” statements

Privatization & dismantling of public schools
Public schools would have little control over the quality
and depth of curriculum and instruction
Could create a market for external credit-bearing
opportunities while removing the school’s authority to vet
programs

Potential Outcomes of the OverhaulPotential Outcomes of the Overhaul

https://reachinghighernh.org/
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Sign Up For the New Hampshire

Education Network (NHEN) Emails

bit.ly/NHEducationNetwork
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